It is thought that the site was a place of
worship before the Church itself was
built, because of the inscribed stones
found on and near the site, which are
now kept inside the church.

History of St Michael’s Church,
Llanfihangel-ar-arth

One is a stone inscribed with Celtic
crosses, which may have been an altar
stone or coffin lid thrown out by the
Normans in the 11th century.
The other is a Roman stone, from about
400AD, which was a gravestone for a
Roman soldier—it is inscribed ‘HIC
IACIT FI[LI]US SENOMAGLI’ meaning:
‘Here lies Ulcagnus, son of Senomaglus.’
St Michael’s Church is the parish church of Llanfihangel
-ar-arth. The name of both the parish and the village
comes from St Michael’s Church.

St Michael’s Church has 3 stained glass windows. The oldest,
The Crucifixion, was given in 1913 in memory of Reverend John
Harries Davies, by his nephew John Bowen Davies.

‘Llanfihangel’ means that there is a church of
St Michael and ‘ar-arth’ likely means that it is on a hill.
Therefore Llanfihangel-ar-arth means ‘St Michael’s
Church on the hill’.

As a Grade II* listed building, there are many historical
objects in and outside the Church, as well as historical
details on the building itself. A closed-off door in the
West wall of the church shows how small one of the
old doorways was. It w as to stop people from entering
the Church on horseback.

The name of St Michael’s Church also indicates the age
of the site, as a pre-Christian site and probably Celtic.
The Church building itself is medieval, with postmedieval additions and extensions from the 16th
century and 19th century.
Because of these medieval and post-medieval details,
St Michael’s Church is a Grade II* listed building.
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The Yew Tree in the churchyard, seen in front of the
Church, is at least 500 years old. It is a living ancient
monument on the site of the Church. In the Church is a
certificate given by the Ancient Yew Group to
celebrate the efforts of the people of Llanfihangel-ararth to maintain the yew tree over the centuries.

People of Llanfihangel-ar-arth
Llanfihangel-ar-arth has been home to famous faces,
historical figures and ordinary people who have been
significant to St Michael’s Church and Llanfihangel-ararth village.
 Sarah Jacob (1857-1869) became famous as the

‘Welsh Fasting Girl’ - she claimed to have stopped
eating for 113 weeks. This eventually caused her
death at the age of 12. Born in Llethrneuadd Uchaf in
1857, her parents Evan and Hannah Jacob, were found
guilty of manslaughter and sentenced to 12 and 6
months of hard labour. They returned to Llanfihangel
and lived normal lives with their 3 other children. The
medical profession was also blamed for Sarah’s death.

 The Rebecca Riots

reached the village in
1843, when threatening letters were sent
by ‘Eliza.’ 150 men in
women’s clothing
gathered at night and
attacked the village
tollgate. They later
joined 2000 people
who stormed Carmarthen workhouse. The
name ‘Rebecca’ came
from Genesis 24:60.

 Past vicars of St Michael’s Church have included

Evan Jones, who was significant in the case of Sarah
Jacob, and was also blamed by some for her death—
he and her doctor, Henry Harries Davies are buried
in the churchyard. Reverend J.T. Hughes is also
buried in the churchyard.
 Reverend Bronwen Timothy became the first

woman vicar of St Michael’s Church in 2006.
 David Ebenezer ’Ezer’ Thomas (1925-2019) was a

bell ringer of the Church, for weddings, funerals and
on Sundays, and was treasurer for 17 years.
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 17 young men from the parish of Llanfihangel-ar-

arth were killed in World War 1 and are remembered
on Pencader War Memorial.
 4 soldiers from Llanfihangel-ar-arth parish were
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Caradoc Evans (1878-1945)
moved to Ceredigion then later
to London. He was the controversial writer of ‘My People’ and
other stories and plays which
depicted the rural Welsh as
hypocritical chapel-goers. His
play ‘Taffy,’ which depicted the
London Welsh, was closed down
due to public outcry. He died
and was buried at Aberystwyth.

killed in World War 2 and are also remembered on
the Pencader War Memorial. Sergeant Pilot Ieuan
Tom James is remembered on a plaque in the church.
He was an RAF pilot from Llanfihangel-ar-arth, who
was killed in the Second World War at the age of 27.

 Churchwardens play a significant role in the history

and the upkeep of the Church.
 L.V. Jones (1912-2008) was headmistress of the

primary school for 43 years. It closed its doors in
2003 but re-opened later as the village hall. She
wrote an extensive history of the primary school ,
church and village: Hanes Ysgol, Eglwys ac Ardal
Llanfihangel-ar-arth (2007). On her 90th birthday,
L.V. Jones donated the current lychgate of the
church, with a plaque to mark the occasion.

